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Moths Count Update December 2008  
 
The winter months are upon us once again and moth recording opportunities are limited for 
the time being. The past season’s trapping has been rather disappointing, yet again 
hampered by inclement weather conditions. I am quite sure we are all hoping for a super 
season next year to make up for the past two somewhat dismal ones! Nevertheless, please 
pass on all of your moth records to your County Moth Recorder (details at 
www.mothscount.org) for inclusion in their local datasets and onward submission to the 
National Moth Recording Scheme. 
 
 
English Moth Recorders’ Conference 
The second English Moth Recorders’ Conference will be held on Saturday 31 January 2009 
at the Birmingham and Midland Institute in central Birmingham. This is a great opportunity for 
moth recorders to be updated on the Moths Count project and the NMRS, meet fellow moth 
recorders and share moth recording experiences. We are delighted to have Professor Mike 
Majerus and Dr Tim Sparks amongst several other guest speakers. The full programme of the 
day can be found at the end of this E-moth update. This is a free event which includes tea, 
coffee and lunch, but places are limited. Pre-booking is essential by contacting 
nmrs@butterfly-conservation.org or 01929 406009. 
 
 
The National Moth Recording Scheme  
The National Moth Recording Scheme (NMRS) database has grown considerably since the 
first dataset was imported one year ago.  It now holds 4.25 million moth records from 58 vice-
counties across the UK, Channel Islands and Isle of Man. The green areas on the map below 
(figure 1) show the vice-county datasets in the NMRS database to-date and our great thanks 
are due to all the County Moth Recorders and individual moth-ers involved. The remaining 
datasets are awaited once County Moth Recorders have completed input, verification and 
formatting of their records.  
 
The general level of recording effort can be assessed by examining the provisional 
map for the Silver Y (figure 2). Due to the widespread and common status of this 
moth, we can get an idea of how active moth recording is in particular areas. In the 
vice-counties that we have datasets for, the absence of this moth from a 10km 
square may indicate low levels of recording. Figure 2 shows that moth recording 
coverage and activity is widespread in the majority of vice-counties, this is excellent!  
 



 
Figure 1 : Vice-county datasets (coloured in green) incorporated into the National Moth Recording 
Scheme database by December 2008.  
 
As was reported in our annual newsletter, over 600,000 moth records from the previous 
Lepidoptera Recording Scheme, which ran from the late 1960’s to the early 1980’s have been 
computerised by the Biological Record Centre (BRC).  All of the information from the original 
recording cards sent in to the scheme has been electronically captured. The dataset contains 
records for 863 macro-moth species with a remarkable 84% coverage of Britain, the Isle of 
Man and the Channel Islands at the 10km square level. 
 
These historical datasets will provide a baseline for the NMRS to enable accurate 
assessment of species distribution change. They will also highlight “white-holes” to 
encourage targeted recording of under-recorded areas. We shall be receiving the BRC 
dataset within the next few months and will be repatriating the records to County Moth 
Recorders. For this fantastic achievement and valuable contribution towards county datasets 
and the NMRS the Moths Count team would like to pass on huge thanks to Dr. Mark Hill and 
his team at the BRC. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2: NMRS provisional distribution map of the Silver Y at 
10km square resolution, showing a high level of recording 
coverage for the 58 vice-county datasets in the database to-date. 
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Provisional Distribution Maps 
Provisional online distribution maps for nearly all species of macro-moths will be available on 
the Moths Count website www.mothscount.org in the coming months.  These maps will 
provide the first update for decades for many species and the first accessible maps ever for 
the Geometridae. The provisional distribution maps will be regularly updated and will provide 
useful information and feedback to moth recorders about species’ range changes. 
Additionally, moth recorders will be able to view their moth records in wider context.  
 
Other developments 
Two new, colourful leaflets have recently been produced: Garden Moths and Day-flying 
Moths.  These are aimed at members of the public and beginners to help raise their 
awareness of the beauty and diversity of our moth species and to provide some assistance 
with identification. If you would like copies to distribute at moth events or to friends and family, 
please contact Sarah-ann (details at end of this newsletter). 
 

    
 
We are currently busy organising Moths Count training events and public moth events for 
2009. Some have already been confirmed. Details of all events will appear on the Moths 
Count website (www.mothscount.org) as and when they are finalised.   



Moths Count Workshop leads to Chalk Carpet rediscov ery  
The 135 Moths Count training workshops and public moth events held so far have yielded 
some notable moth records as well as training some 2,200 people. One fantastic piece of 
feedback that we received recently concerned the Chalk Carpet, a UK BAP priority species. A 
Moths Count Chalk Carpet workshop was run in July 2008 at Wingate Quarry, Co. Durham (a 
known site), with the aim of raising the profile of this species among recorders and land 
managers. Thankfully the weather was kind and 15 moths were found in an hour. Another 
site, Cassop Vale where the species was last recorded in 1956, was also surveyed as part of 
the workshop but no Chalk Carpet were seen. As a result of attending the training workshop, 
staff from Sunderland Council visited Fulwell Quarry the following week and found five Chalk 
Carpets. These are the first records of the species from this site since 1966!   
 

 
Chalk Carpet seen on the training workshop at Wingate Quarry (R. Woods) 
 
Northern Ireland Moth Recorders’ Conference 
On Saturday 6 December we held our first Northern Ireland Moth Recorders’ Conference at 
Oxford Island Discovery Centre on the edge of Lough Neagh. This was a fantastic meeting, 
attended by over 40 moth recorders from both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 
Several great speakers gave entertaining and informative talks. Everyone left the conference 
suitable enthused and full of great expectations for the coming recording season.  
 
 
And now for something vaguely related to Christmas… .. 
If you live in the counties of Somerset, Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire, 
Warwickshire or Monmouthshire and fancy a winter’s walk, then, in trying to keep to a 
Christmas theme, you could help us by searching for mines of the Mistletoe Marble Celypha 
woodiana, one of the recent additions to the UK Biodiversity Action Plan, on Mistletoe. The 
moth is particularly associated with orchards, especially where Mistletoe abounds, but 
occasionally can be found away from such sites. The mines are rather inconspicuous at this 
time of year, being crescent-shaped and marked with and entrance hole (a), but can be found 
from December onwards. The larva resumes feeding later in spring, with the mine becoming 
more like an inflated blister (b), these being more obvious towards May. Mines can occur at 
low density, but thicker, more succulent clumps of Mistletoe appear to be preferred. 
Binoculars can aid searching! If you do find this species, please forward the record to your 
County Moth Recorder and to Mark Parsons (mparsons@butterfly-conservation.org), 
preferably with a supporting photograph of the mine. Please remember not to enter private 
land or pick Mistletoe unless you have the permission of the landowner. 
 



(a) Appearance of the Mistletoe Marble mine in 
the winter. (J. McGill) 
 

  
 
(b) Appearance of the Mistletoe Marble mine in 
late spring. (M. Parsons) 

 
 
National Moth Night 2009 
The annual celebration of moths and moth recording run by Atropos and Butterfly 
Conservation will take place on the nights of Friday 18th and Saturday 19th September 2009. 
This, the eleventh such event is scheduled over two nights because of the eccentricities of 
the weather at that time of year.  The theme of NMN09 will be migration and there will not be 
any specific target species or habitats. However, it provides even more of an excuse to go 
mothing in new and exciting places. More details about the migration theme will be circulated 
nearer the time, but please make a note of the dates in your diary now. 
 
 
Moths Count Contacts 
 
Susan Anders  Outreach Officer sanders@butterfly-conservation.org  01929 406007 
Richard Fox  Project Manager rfox@butterfly-conservation.org  01626 368385 
Les Hill Database Manager lhill@butterfly-conservation.org 01929 406008 
Sarah-ann Mold  Project Assistant samold@butterfly-conservation.org  01929 406009 
Zoë Randle  Moth Recording Co-ordinator zrandle@butterfly-conservation.org 01929 406006 
 
Sarah-ann Mold is the first point of contact for project enquiries. 
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ENGLISH MOTH RECORDERS’  CONFERENCE 2009 
Birmingham and Midland Institute, Birmingham Saturd ay 31 January 2009 

 

PROGRAMME 
10.00 am Arrival and coffee 
 
10.30 am Welcome  

Maurice Avent, Chairman of Butterfly Conservation  
 
10.40 am Moths Count and the National Moth Recording Scheme 

Richard Fox, Butterfly Conservation  
 
11.30 am Discussion session on the National Moth Recording Scheme 
  
12.10 pm The effects of climatic change on moth populations in Yorkshire 

 Dr. Charles Fletcher, Yorkshire Moth Group  
 
12.30 pm Lunch   
 
2.00 pm Migrant Lepidoptera and climate change  

Dr. Tim Sparks  
  
2.20 pm Butterfly Conservation’s South East Woodlands project – landscape-scale 

conservation for moths  
 Dr. Dan Hoare, Butterfly Conservation  
   
2.40 pm A net full of moths - a guide to websites, e-groups and forums 
  Martin Harvey, County Moth Recorder 

    
3.00 pm Discussion session 

 
3.15 pm Tea 
 
3.45 pm The end of the Peppered Moth story 
  Professor Mike Majerus, Cambridge University 
    
4.15 pm Discussion session 
 
4.30 pm Closing remarks 
 
4.45 pm Close of meeting 
 


